
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activity Name 

 

“SIMPLE VERB PATTERNS” 
(GRAMMAR) 

 

Language 
 

English 
 

 

Level 
 

 

Intermediate (5th to 7th semester) 
 

Objective 

 

Distinguish between the simple verbs patterns to be able to 

use the gerund or infinitive verb form. 
 

 

Linguistic 
Competence to 
Develop 
 

 

Grammar 
Reading comprehension 

 

 
 
Strategies 
 

 

- Analyze the information about the verb patterns. 
 

- Identify the use of the gerund or infinitive form of some 
verbs. 
 

- Use the verb patterns to solve some exercises.  
 

 
 
Activities 
 

 

1. Read the information about the simple verb patterns. 
 

2.  Fill in the blanks in the sentences with the correct form of 
the verb in brackets. 
 

3.  Match the verb pattern sentences on the left with the ends 
of the sentences on the right. 
  

 

Feedback 

 

-When you finish go to the “Answer Key” and check your 
answers. You can keep the worksheet in your portfolio of 
evidence.  
 



SIMPLE VERB PATTERNS 

 

Verbs combine in different ways in English. When two verbs come together there are three 

possibilities: 

Pattern 1.  

1st Verb + 2nd Verb in ____ing form. 

Verbs that take this pattern include enjoy and finish. 

When I finished cooking, we ate dinner. 

I enjoy spending my weekends at my beach house. 

Pattern 2.  

1st Verb + 2nd Verb in to ____ form. 

Verbs that take this pattern include want, hope and decide. 

I want to go to Spain for a year when I finish university. 

I hope to find a job there as an English teacher. 

He decided to come to the cinema eventually. 

Pattern 3. 

1st Verb + 2nd Verb without "to". 

Modal Verbs like can, will and should take this form plus other verbs such as let. 

I can come to the party at eleven o'clock. 

He should study more if he wants to pass. 

My teacher doesn't let us talk in class. 

Some verbs can take both pattern 1 and pattern 2. These include like, love, hate and begin. 

I like to go swimming at the weekends. 

I like going swimming at the weekends. 

Attention. When you learn a new verb, use a dictionary to find out how it combines with other 

verbs. 

 



 

A. Fill the spaces in each sentence with the correct form of the verb in brackets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. Match the verb pattern sentences on the left with the ends of the sentences on the right. 

Write the correct number in the space. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANSWER KEY 

 

A. Fill the spaces in each question with the correct form of the verb in brackets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. Match the verb pattern sentences on the left with the ends of the sentences on the right. 

Write the correct number in the space. 
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